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[Change of Watch 22Feb09] 

See Page 3!! 

ELECTED OFFICERS 2009: 

FC—DENNIS BURDO 

VFC—EUGENE DOW 

IPFC—RUSSELL DAVIS 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 2009: 

Bitonti, L.  FSO-OP 

Bright-Jordan, M FSO-SR, IS 

Jordan, S. FSO-MT/FSO-CM 

Burdo, D. FSO-MA/MS 

Davis, R. FSO-PS 

Dow, E.  FSO-PE/VE 

Goodwin, N. FSO-PA 

Mills, P.  FSO-PB/FDA 

White, D. FSO-CS 

White, P. FSO-FN 

 

 

Flotilla 11-11 Celebrates 32 Years!!  
April 1, 2009 

Current Member 
 JOHN CHESSEL 

 Charter Member of Flotilla 11-11 
 

 
 
 
 

I recently was given the history books for 
Flotilla 11-11.  They really do not cover 
much history!    There is a page with the 
founding members names, 23 in total.  
There are two certificates from the Direc-
tor of Auxiliary and the Commodore, 
Eleven South in honor of our 20th and 
25th anniversary.    The only documents in 
the history book are minutes of meetings 
from 1996 to 2000.  There are two binders 
full of photos, dating from 1979 to 1999.    
Anyone who might be interested in bring-
ing the flotilla history current, please con-
tact me!       Editor, Phyllis Mills, FSO-PB 
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I want to take a moment to reflect on the past.  At the Change of Watch, Cdr. 

Symons announced our percentages for the year.  With the same number of 

members we had the previous year we increased in every category from 30 

to 70 percent.  Yes, I am a proud man.  Every one of us worked as a team, set 

our goals and surpassed them.  From my heart, Thank you. 

 

Dennis A. Burdo, Flotilla Commander 

District 11s, Division 11, Flotilla 11 

FLOTILLA 11-11 MEETS THIRD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH IN THE MEETING 
ROOM AT DENNY’S RESTAURANT,  1180 ALABAMA ST., REDLANDS, CA. 
7PM STAFF MEETING — 7:30 GENERAL MEETING  That’s 1900 and 1930!! 
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Cracked Skull Award— while securing auxiliary activity equipment 
he stepped out of his truck onto a step ladder than folded up under-
neath him resulting in a fractured ankle and great embarrassment  

Dean White 

Most Outstanding Auxiliarist Award Dennis Burdo 

President’s Volunteer Award from the President’s Council on Service 
and Civic Participation 

Dennis Burdo 

Division Captain’s Award Dennis Burdo 

Outstanding Flotilla Awards (Streamers) Public Education—Flotilla 11-11 (78 Hours) 

Vessel Examinations—Flotilla 11-11 (428) 

Facility Awards Larry Bitonti—Little Miss B 

Eugene Dow—His Boat 

Dennis Burdo-By Chance 

Dean/Pat White—Riverside Mobile 4 

Five Star Award Doug Kroll, Dennis Burdo 

Four Star Certificates Pat White 

Two Star Certificates Larry Bitonti,  Eugene Dow,  

Phyllis Mills, David White 

One Star Certificates Russell Davis 

District Awards Performance Certificates Norman Goodwin, Leslie Goodwin, Dean White, 
Steven Jordan, Dennis Burdo, Terry Kinsella 

Division Performance Certificates Doris Telles, Marti Bright-Jordan, Carol Barbeau 

Division SAR Certificates Larry Bitonti - Little Miss B 

Flotilla Commander Awards Eugene Dow 

Meritorious Team Commendation, Coast Guard Cutter Eagle Los An-
geles Support Team 

Doug Kroll 

Meritorious Team Commendation, Solar Cup Support Team Flotilla 11 Members Present 

Coast Guard Award & Certificate—course completion Dwight M. Christiansen—Goodmate Program 

Phyllis Mills—APC 

National Commodore Certificate of Award—RBS Awards David White, Eugene Dow, Dennis Burdo, 

 Doug Kroll 

Meritorious Team Commendation—Members of MDA Dennis Burdo, Russell Davis 

Meritorious Team Commendation—A.U.D.I.T. Dennis Burdo, Russell Davis, David White 
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On the night of 31 January 2000 Alaska 
Airlines Flight 261, an international passen-
ger flight from Puerto Vallarta, Mexico to 
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport with a 
scheduled intermediate stop at San Fran-
cisco International Airport, crashed into the 
Pacific Ocean about 2.7 miles north of 
Anacapa Island, California.   Soon after a 
Search and Rescue call from Coast Guard 
Station Channel Islands, the 60-foot sports 
fishing Auxiliary facility Mr. Chips, 
manned by Auxiliary coxswain/owner Al-
len Schmidt and eight Auxiliary crew, 
joined Coast Guard, Navy and other official 
search vessels in a vain attempt to locate 
possible survivors of the fatal crash.   Sea 
conditions kept smaller Auxiliary vessels 
from responding to the Search and Rescue 
call.  Local squid fishermen equipped with 
bright lights and oil platform service boats 
also joined the search. Auxiliarist Hank 
Germaine was handling communications as 
Watch Stander Trainee at CGSTA Channel 
Islands at the time of the disaster. 

 

 

The Auxiliary facility Mr. Chips , as well 
Auxiliary facilities Albatross and R Sorita 
were later utilized for mop-up operations, 
picking up wreckage from the crash and 
transporting investigators to and from the 
scene, and to and from Coast Guard cutters, 
Navy ships and Port Security vessels. 
Members of Coast Guard Auxiliary Divi-
sions 4, 7 and 12 were prepared to quickly 
respond to participate in the mop-up opera-
tions.  All five flotillas from Division 7 
contributed personnel and resources to re-
covery efforts, as well as to the special 
tasks functions and responsibilities as-
signed to them by CGSTA Channel Islands.  
Division 16 also kept a number of facilities 
on standby to fill in, if needed.  The Auxil-
iary was later praised for its “cooperation 
and support” during this  tragic emergency. 

 
The response to the crash of Alaska Air-
lines Flight 261 is another example of the 
part that Auxiliary plays in Team Coast 
Guard and how it is a force multiplier for 
the Coast Guard. 

The Crash of Alaska Airlines Flight 261 
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This month you may order many free resources for your Public Affairs exhibits.  Look under 
“Campaign Resources” on the North American Safe Boating Campaign website, 
www.safeboatingcampaign.com, and order your informational materials.  Plan ahead for National Safe 
Boating Week.   Throughout the nation, big plans are being made by our PA Officers to promote safe 
boating and life jacket wear. 

 

So you want to document your vessel! “Cataloging vessels by name, homeport, and nationality 
is a practice known commonly as vessel documentation, and is centuries old.” This practice was estab-
lished by the11th Act of the First United States Congress, making it one of the oldest federal laws on the 
books.  There are four catagories of vessel documentation: Fishery, Coastwise Trade,  Registry and Rec-
reational. We will be concerned with the last, Recreational. 
Why do it? 1. Ease of entry into foreign ports. 2. Standard forms. 3. Recognizeable by most countries. 
4. Legal ownership established. 5. Unbroken chain of ownership for legal purposes. 
How do it? A vessel must measure 5 net tons or more. Legal ownership must be established. Fill out 
Coast Guard form 1258. First time send $133. Put name of boat and hailing port on stern. Permanently 
fix documentation number to structural part of vessel. There are many more requirements but contact if 
interested:  USCG, National Vessel Documentation Center, 792 T.J. Jackson Drive, Falling Waters, WV 
25419  800-799-8362 or go online to www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/nvdc/default.asp 
 

 

Did you know it is illegal to apply detergent to an oil sheen on the water? 

    Report oil and chemical spills to: (800) OILS911 

 
    VHF Marine Radio Weather Service continuous tape broad
    casts:  

          LA – Wx1,  San Diego Wx2,  Santa Barbara Wx 1 & 2 
 

Battery Storage.  Mechanics say that if you store your battery for the winter with a full charge and eve-
rything is turned off that the battery will be fine in the spring. If you are going to use a trickle charger, 
make sure it has a circuit that turns it off when fully charged or it will cook your batteries. Also, open 
the cells and put the battery in a well ventilated garage. Batteries should never be put on the ground 
where they will discharge through the earth.    
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Uh-Oh!  Marine Terms That Sound Worse Than They Are! 
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FSO   -    OPERATIONS 
Larry Bitonti, FSO-OP 

FSO-OP’S —- Your best friend if 
you are boat crew qualified! 
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Follow your 
dreams…. 

 
Except that one 

where you are naked 
in church…. 
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