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Grand Turk stern with   poop deck above. 

Protect the 
one you 
love, wrap 
your sweet-
heart in a 
life jacket 

The crew of the Pea Island 
Life-Saving Station, circa 

1890s. 
Keeper Richard Etheridge is 

on the left. 

The original site of the Pea Island 
Station was acquired by deed 
dated 25 July 1878 under provi-
sions of the Act of Congress.  
Captain Richard Etheridge be-
came the first African-American to 
command a Life-Saving station 
when the Service appointed him 
as the keeper of the Pea Island 
Life-Saving Station in North Caro-
lina in 1880. The Revenue Cutter 
Service officer who recommended 
his appointment, First Lieutenant 
Charles F. Shoemaker, noted that 
Etheridge was "one of the best 
surfmen on this part of the coast 
of North Carolina." Soon after 
Etheridge's appointment, the sta-
tion burned down. Determined to 
execute his duties with expert 
commitment, Etheridge super-
vised the construction of a new 
station on the original site. He 
also developed rigorous lifesaving 
drills that enabled his crew to 
tackle all lifesaving tasks. His sta-
tion earned the reputation of "one 
of the tautest on the Carolina 
Coast," with its keeper well-known 
as one of the most courageous 
and ingenious lifesavers in the 
Service.  

On 11 October 1896, Etheridge's 
rigorous training drills proved to 
be invaluable. The three-masted 

schooner, the E.S. Newman, was 
caught in a terrifying storm.  En 
route from Providence, Rhode 
Island to Norfolk, Virginia, the 
vessel was blown 100 miles south 
off course and came ashore on 
the beach two miles south of the 
Pea Island station.  The storm 
was so severe that Etheridge had 
suspended normal beach patrols 
that day.  But the alert eyes of 
surfman Theodore Meekins saw 
the first distress flare and he im-
mediately notified Etheridge.  
Etheridge gathered his crew and 
launched the surfboat.  Battling 
the strong tide and sweeping cur-
rents, the dedicated lifesavers 
struggled to make their way to a 
point opposite the schooner, only 
to find there was no dry land.  The 
daring, quick-witted Etheridge tied 
two of his strongest surfmen to-
gether and connected them to 
shore by a long line. T hey fought 
their way through the roaring 
breakers and finally reached the 
schooner.  The seemingly inex-
haustible Pea Island crewmem-
bers journeyed through the peril-
ous waters ten times and rescued 
the entire crew of the E.S. New-
man.  For this rescue the crew, 
including Etheridge, were recently 
awarded the Gold Lifesaving 
Medal by the Coast Guard. 
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Welcome all new members. First I want to say “Thank You” t o all the members. 

With your support and hard work, our Flotilla had an exce ptional year. It isn’t 

going to stop there. I am working with some of the m embers on ideas to improve 

our unit in all areas. We have the ability, knowledge and desire to be the best. 

Don’t forget the Division 11 Change of Watch, there wil l be some surprises. If 

you have ideas or suggestions, don’t hesitate to send them to me.  

Useless information:  

Arnold Palmer, Golf Professional, is an Ex-Coast Guardsman. 

Dennis A. Burdo, Flotilla Commander 

District 11s, Division 11, Flotilla 11 
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· New Public Affairs Web Site 
A new CGAUX Public Affairs web site can be seen at: http://auxpa.org  

· What's new and exciting for the 2009 Safe Boating Campaign? [Source: Harriet Howard, DVC-AC] Harriet  
A new CGAUX Public Affairs web site can be seen at: http://auxpa.org/weblog/blogs/blog7.php  

· NACON 2009 Video Promo 
A video promo for NACON 2009 is available at: http://http://www.video.auxpa.org/NACON.shtml  

· NTrain 2009 
The annual National Training Conference (NTrain) for 2009 has convened in St. Louis. Follow continuing coverage on SI-
TREP, the Auxiliary's National e-magazine.  

· Winter 2008-2009 Navigator On Line 
The Winter 2008-2009 Navigator is on line. Find it at: http://www.auxadept.org/navigator/current_issue.pdf  

· Cold Water Boot Camp 
What happens when a person suffers sudden immersion in cold water? A group of hardy volunteers finds out, and a team of 
expert commentators explains, in the video "Cold Water Boot Camp," now available from the National Association of State 
Boating Law Administrators. You can order a free copy of the DVD from NASBLA, or watch the video on YouTube.  

· CG Mutual Assistance Campaign 2008 
Past National Commodore Joseph Lanz, CGMA National Chairperson, offers his congratulations to the Auxiliary for a suc-
cessful campaign. Also included in this article is a brief history of the campaign. Now on SITREP, the Auxiliary's National 
e-magazine.  

· National Safe Boating Week 
National Safe Boating Week (NSBW) is set for 16-22 May 2009. Order resources early from the new web site at 
http://www.boatingorders.com/. Amazing RBS videos can be found with other campaign information at 
http://www.safeboatingcampaign.com/.  

· I Dept seeking LINUX Project Management software savvy individual  
For the Independent Study Program, we need someone familar with setting up:  

�� an SVN/CVS server(s) 
�� Wiki 
�� and other collaborative software 

Please contact Wayne Spivak  
· Updated Recreational Boating Safety Exhibit Guide 

Since the number of boaters who drown not wearing a life jacket has remained around 90 percent for several years, its 
time to approach boating safety exhibits differently to obtain better results. This updated exhibit guide contains ideas 
that work and that have been field tested by Auxiliarists. Visit this Boating Department site to view it before designing 
your boat show exhibit: http://auxbdept.org/pdf/ExhibitGuideJan2009.pdf  

Note:  The internet sites listed below 
must be copied and pasted.  They are 
NOT active links. 
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The First 
 National Commodore 

 
During the Second World War, when the 
Auxiliary was in its infancy, annual 
conferences were relatively small meet-
ings at which the Commandant and the 
Chief Director conferred with District 
Commodores and Coast Guard officers 
on policy matters.  In the 1950s the Na-
tional Conference became the social 
event of the year.  It moved from dis-
trict to district, and any Auxiliarist who 
could afford to come was welcome. 
 
At a three-day National Conference of 
Coast Guard Auxiliary District Direc-
tors and civilian commodores, held 19-
21 February 1951 at Coast Guard Head-
quarters, Washington, D.C. the Auxil-
iary revised its organizational scheme 
on the national level.  A National Board, 
consisting of all the District Commo-
dores, would be presided over by an 
elected National Commodore. 
 
 

Bert C. Pouncey, Jr., commodore of the 
Second District Auxiliary for four terms 
and a resident of Hughes, Arkansas was 
elected as the first National Commo-
dore of the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  As 
such, he would represent all district 
commodores as the civilian counterpart 
of Chief Director of Auxiliary, Captain 
N. S. Fulford, USCG.   
 
Pouncey served in the Temporary Re-
serve during World War II.  He owned 
and operated a 3,200 acre cotton farm at 
Hughes, southwest of Memphis, Ten-
nessee.  A member of the Memphis 
Yacht Club, he owned a 46-foot Mat-
thews, the Anoka. 
 
The 41-year-old National Commodore, 
held a B.S. in commercial engineering 
from Carnegie Tech and was a past dis-
trict governor of Rotary International.  
He also served as President of the 
Hughes school board and chairman of 
the board of directors of the Planters 
National Bank in Hughes at the time of 
his election.   
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DUCT TAPE IS NO LONGER KING .   
Rescue Tape at $10 a roll is touted as resistant to fuels, acids and salt water. It has an alleged break-
ing strength of 700 psi. Go to www.rescuetape.com 

 

DIESEL DEATH .   
“Gunning” diesels when docking sets the turbochargers to spinning but they continue after the engine 
shuts down and the oil pumps stop lubricating the bearing for the turbos. Slowly…but surely… they 
will wear out and cause some heavy duty damage, called “coking.” Let your diesels cool down before 
you shut down the oil pumps. Shut down a diesel like you cool down a thoroughbred after a workout 
at the track. (Professor Diesel, Power and Motor yacht, Feb. 2009) 

 

FOR SALE. 
SADDAM HUSSEIN’S YACHT ASKING $30 million. This item is not available 
on Craig’s List.  Options: Secret Passageway??? Where can you go?  

 

QUIZ:  
     A.  When steering by compass, where should the lubber line be?  

     B.  What is a monkey fist? 

     C.  What is a baggywinkle?  

        D.    What do actor Humphrey Bogart and the conductor of the 

    Boston Pops Orchestra have in common? 

 

WORLD RECORD.  
Most miles traveled in one day is in the Guinness Book of World Records as 624 miles in 24 hours. 
Mike Pagliccia aboard a Sea-Doo GTI SE. 

 

 

 
ANSWERS: 

A. On the course to be steered.  

B. A weighted knot that can be attached to a heaving line to assist in throwing the      line.      

C. A bit of chafing gear made up from old rope. They are normally used on sailboats.  

D. Both were members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary and did patrols on the West and East Coasts respectively. 

Any ship can be a  

minesweeper.  

Once. 
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SAVE AN AUXILIARIST…. RECYCLE YOUR UNIFORMS!! 
Contact The Poop Deck with a list of uniform items you have  
that can be recycled…. belts, pants, shirts, hats, jackets, etc. 

 
Contact The Poop Deck with a list of uniform items you need 

and don’t mind if they are recycled… 
 

Hey,  just contact The Poop Deck! We love input…  
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FSO   -    Public Education 
Eugene Dow, VFC, FSO-PE 

Hopefully an answer to that question will be in 
the following not so much dribble.. 

 
Let’s start with the basics.  
Public Education.  To the aux-
iliary this means volunteers 
become flotilla staff offi-
cers—public education so 

they may teach the About Boating Safety class 
to the general public and to persons who have 
been ordered by a Court of Law to take the 
class.  The later make the best students!! 
 
The auxiliary offered course can be found at the 
National Training Department website.  The 
test is open book.  The final exam is proctored.  
After passing the exam you are awarded a 
medal, a ribbon and a certificate!  Payday!!  
FSO-PE Gene Dow says “I like the teaching, I 
feel rewarded from students’ comments after 
the class!” 
 
The FSO-PE and his counterparts gets to scout 
a place to hold classes.  This is fun because the 
spot is usually a retail sales lot for boats, lots of 
boats, big, pretty boats.  After the spot is se-
cured, they get to advertise the classes, sending 
out e-mails, posting notices on websites, mak-

ing flyers.  What fun.  Classes can be held with 
as little as one attendee!   
 
Materials for the class, handouts, brochures, the 
test book and completion certificate are all pro-
vided by the FSO-MA in advance of each class.  
The class usually begins about 0900 and ends 
about 1600 with a break for stuffing our faces.  
The attendees are charged a small  fee to take 
the class, this money is used by the flotilla to 
purchase more material.   
 
Questions from attendees are encouraged and 
they can even “challenge” the course during the 
class.  No one walks away without knowing 
About Boating Safety!! 

FSO-PE’S . . .what are they and what do they eat? 



6 February 2009 

Approved  

C. P. (Bud) Lathrop, ADSO-PB 
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All rights are reserved. No portion of this publication may be copied or otherwise 

be used without written permission of the editor. The Poop Deck is an official 

informational and educational tool for the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and is 

intended to keep the membership and the U.S. Coast Guard apprised of the 

activities of the Auxiliary. Accordingly, all articles published in The Poop Deck 

must be consistent with the stated policies of the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. 

Coast Guard Auxiliary. All articles and pictures submitted to The Poop Deck 

become the property of the Newsletter, The Poop Deck. 
 

“Patience is the companion 
to wisdom” 

 Saint Augustine (354-430) 


